St Mary’s Church in Steeple Bumpstead dates largely from the 1450’s but the tower goes back as far as 1100AD. 

The Friends, founded in 1998, offers financial support for major projects and repairs, connected with the parish church.

Our aim is to ensure that this wonderful building standing in the centre of our village is enjoyed by all for generations to come.

When the Friends were founded, the major project at that time was the repair of the bell frame and the re-instatement of the peal of bells which had remained silent for 90 years.

The new peal was successfully rung for the first time in 2000, and was an important part of the celebrations for the Jubilee and the Royal Wedding.
The Parochial Church Council proposes a major project for which it needs financial help to the Friends. We then do our best to raise the necessary funds. We are independent of the Parochial Church Council.

All these projects need support and encouragement from us, the villagers. To this end the Friends committee has set up a membership scheme, with a modest annual subscription of £10 for a family, and £7.50 for single membership. When a major project looks like taking off we shall keep members of the Friends informed and make a special appeal, as we did for the bells.

The Friends’ Committee also organise an interesting programme of concerts and lectures in the village to augment the subscription funding from our membership. We hope you will enjoy the events we offer.

The committee is elected at the Annual General Meeting which all Members are warmly invited to attend.

We look forward to seeing you whenever possible, and hope that you feel that you would like to join us.

Subscription to Friends of Steeple Bumpstead Parish Church

Full Name:
………………………………

Address:
………………………………

                       ……………………………….

                      ……………………………….

Email : ......................................................

Tel :      ………………………………….    

Subscription**
£…………

Donation 

£…………


** Subscriptions are Family £10 per annum, Single person £7.50 per annum. Any donations above these amounts are very welcome.

For the charity to reclaim tax on your subscription/donation, the subscriber needs to pay enough income tax or capital gains tax in the tax year to cover the tax reclaimed. This will be approximately 28% of the amount of your subscription donation.

Please make cheques payable to “Friends of Steeple Bumpstead Parish Church”

Please treat my subscription under Gift Aid:

[image: image1]Yes 


No 

Signature:…………………………………..

Date:
………………………………………

Please return this form to the Treasurer, 

Nigel Chapman, Schoolings, 20 Church Street, Steeple Bumpstead, Haverhill, CB9 7DG.

Suggestions for Future Events

The Friends’ central focus is fund raising to restore the Church building and improve its facilities. We promote a varied programme of local events, (talks, concerts, dances) which appeal to our membership, and also provide a sense of community and focus in our village. 

Why not become involved on the Committee and help to arrange these events? All levels of help are appreciated; from ideas as to what to put on, through to willing helpers on the day. Please outline any suggestions and / or offers of help below:
………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

………………………………………………

Please return this completed slip to the Treasurer:

Nigel Chapman, Schoolings, 20 Church Street, Steeple Bumpstead, Haverhill, CB9 7DG. 
Committee Members

Committee Members are elected annually from the Membership at the Annual General Meeting. 

The current Committee members are:

Michelina Partridge – Chairman

email: michelina1@hotmail.co.uk
Telephone 01440 731936
Anne Heywood – Secretary
email: a.heywood53@btinternet.com

Telephone 01440 730218

Nigel Chapman  – Treasurer

Nigel_Chapman@btinternet.com
Telephone 01440 730504
Sheila Bronson - Events Co-Ordinator

sheilabronson@yahoo.co.uk
Telephone 01440 730808
Theresa Lowe – Projects Co-Ordinator

Theresa.Lowe@worship.org.uk
Telephone 01440 731687
 Friends of

  St Mary’s Church

  Steeple Bumpstead

Registered Charity No. 1071021
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Helping to care for our Church building.





















